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Key Findings in Christchurch, NZ 

 Unprecedented residential and lifeline 
damage from liquefaction and lateral 
spreading 

 Significant URM damage for moderate 
ground shaking 

 Untallied nonstructural and contents 
damage could impact recovery costs and  
insurance claims 



Lessons for California and the US 
 Moderate earthquakes can cause 

extensive residential damage 
 Who will pay for the repairs in the US? 

 Moderate earthquakes can cause 
extensive URM damage 
 How does a downtown recover? 
 How does a city decide what to save and what 

to finance? 
 Nonstructural damage is costly and affects 

business recovery 


